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The Pensacola Bay Watershed Tour 
 
The Pensacola Bay Watershed encompasses more 7,000 square miles in Florida and Alabama. A watershed is 
the drainage system or basin of upland areas where rain collects and then drains to nearby waterbodies. A 
watershed may be as small as the area of ground that drains into a puddle or as large as the Mississippi River 
Watershed which drains 41% of continental United States. Thirty-one states and 2 Canadian provinces are 
included in the Mississippi River Watershed. The total area drained by the Mississippi River watershed is 
between 1.2 and 1.8 million square miles.  
 
Locally, the Pensacola Bay Watershed is characterized by 3 well known rivers: the Blackwater, Escambia and 
the Yellow, and the smaller tributaries that con”tribute” water to these rivers. Tributaries in the Pensacola Bay 
Watershed include Coldwater and Boiling Creeks, and smaller creeks such as Clear, Manning and Williams 
Creeks.  
 
The creeks that meander through Alabama into the rivers that flow into our local bays and bayous carry 
important nutrients. These nutrients mix with nutrients carried with the tides from the Gulf of Mexico. When 
this fresh and saltwater mix, ecosystems are formed that are rich in nutrients and provide habitat for marine 
organisms, birds and wildlife. Local bays and bayous such as Escambia,  Blackwater, Pensacola, Trout and 
Williams are known as estuaries, or “where the rivers meet the sea.” These estuaries are an important 
component of the Pensacola Bay Watershed.  
 
The rivers and creeks located within a watershed provide important nutrients to the estuaries, but may also carry 
harmful toxins, pathogens and heavy sediment loads. In order to prevent these types of materials from entering 
our waterbodies, we can work together with community leaders throughout the watershed to incorporate best 
management practices that help maintain the health of the Pensacola Bay Watershed.  

There is an upcoming opportunity for community leaders and the public to learn about the enormity of 
the 7,000 square-mile watershed and its interconnectivity.  
The Pensacola Bay Watershed Tour will take place October 28, 2005. This tour is being sponsored with 
funding from the US Environmental Protection Agency and matching contributions from the Bay Area 
Resource Council (BARC), Three Rivers Resource, Conservation and Development, Inc. and UF/IFAS Sea 
Grant Santa Rosa County Extension.  
 
Two routes will begin the morning of Oct. 28, 2005. One tour will start in Flomaton, Alabama at the Turtle 
Point Environmental Education Center and head south to the Gulf Islands National Seashore (GINS) Naval Live 
Oaks Visitor Center.  A second tour will begin at the GINS Naval Live Oaks Visitor Center and end at the 
Turtle Creek EE Center in Flomaton, Al. Tour buses will be utilized for the tours. The two groups will 
rendezvous in Century, Fl. for a look at the largest stream restoration project in the country!  
 
In addition, stops will include agriculture best management practices (BMPS), information concerning the 
differences and importance of salt and freshwater marshes, conservation lands, forestry BMPS and restoration 
costs, impacts and projects. For more information or to sign up for this exciting opportunity, please contact 
Chris Verlinde at cmverlinde@mail.ifas.ufl.edu  or Eleanor Godwin at godwine@wfrpc.dst.fl.us.  
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To learn more about coastal resources, make plans to attend the Coastal Encounters Event at the 
Navarre Nature Walk Park, located along the Santa Rosa Sound at 8543 Navarre Pkwy, Saturday 
Oct. 15 from 10 am until 3 pm. Join Representative Holly Benson for the opening of the Coastal 
Encounters Festival. The bay and coastal awareness event will feature live animal encounters with 
the Zoomobile and the Northwest Florida Wildlife Sanctuary.  

You can learn about marine critters at the Navarre High School’s 4-H marine club touch tank. 
Environmental education hands-on activities will be provided by local organizations, agencies, and 
schools. Several displays will focus on various issues such as protecting our area's waterways, 
coastal habitats, sharks, water safety, disaster preparedness and other local environmental and 
health concerns. Arts crafts activities will allow children to make a manatee mask, build a seagrass 
bed, make a sea turtle, make a shark’s tooth necklace and more!  

Free kayaking will be available, courtesy of Eco-Beach Store on Navarre Beach, and the Navarre 
Garden Club will hold a "recycling" rummage sale at the western end of the park. Other organizations 
participating include: Northwest Florida Wildlife Sanctuary, Northwest Florida Water Management 
District, Santa Rosa County Emergency Management, UF/IFAS Sea Grant and 4-H Extension, NW 
Florida Aquatic Preserves Office, the Environmental Education and Coordination Team, and the 
Florida Department of Health. 

 
For more details, contact Chris Verlinde at 623-3868, Romi White at 686-1427, or Sarah Zieman at 
595-5550.  
 
 
 


